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2020 has been an unprecedented year with 
the COVID-19 pandemic completely disrupting 
everything we know, understand, and take for 
granted. We experienced fear, uncertainty, and 
insecurity about our safety and that of our families.

We caught a small fraction of a glimpse of what 
our forcibly displaced brothers and sisters 
face when running from conflict, violence or 
persecution in their home country. The COVID-19 
pandemic catalyzed an emergency within an 
emergency for families forced to flee their homes, 
while also fearing the spread of the virus. 

At the end of 2019, the number of persons of 
concern to UNHCR in sub-Saharan Africa stood at 
33.4 million people. Behind this alarming number 
are stories of courage, hope, perseverance and 
resilience of incredible women, men, children and 
elderly who were confronted with the decision to 
leave everything they know and own behind to 
find safety. 

The numbers of forced displacement, sadly, 
continue to increase, surpassing 80 million people 
by mid-2020. An unfortunate record.

As forced displacement accelerates at an alarming 
rate across the world, the LuQuLuQu movement’s 
purpose is more relevant now than ever before.

The LuQuLuQu movement is a collective response 
to this record forced displacement. The movement 
calls on all of us to invest in the lives of families 

forced to flee. If COVID-19 taught us anything, it 
is underscoring the fact that we are as vulnerable 
as the most vulnerable in our midst – a key tenet 
of the LuQuLuQu philosophy – “I am, because 
you are.” LuQuLuQu embraces the ubuntu 
philosophy of togetherness, interdependency, and 
oneness. This is  the core of our movement – from 
the events, appeals and campaigns supported 
by donors like you; to the partnerships with 
socially-conscious businesses, foundations, and 
philanthropists; to the initiatives spearheaded 
by our celebrity supporters, High-Level 
Influencers, High Profile Supporters and Goodwill 
Ambassadors.

Thank you for standing with people forced to flee 
– especially during this challenging year, as we all 
grappled with a global health crisis that showed 
us just how interlinked we all are. You helped 
respond to the call to #DoItLuQuLuQu, and in 
doing so, committed to kindness towards our most 
vulnerable communities: our forcibly displaced 
brothers and sisters.  

This report demonstrates the impact that donors 
like you have made in the lives of  Africa’s 
forcibly displaced families in 2020. The report 
also highlights UNHCR and LuQuLuQu initiatives 
that you have participated in, helped organize 
and supported throughout the year in support of 
families forced to flee. To take a look at previous 
reports, please visit here.

THANK YOU FOR STANDING WITH FAMILIES 
FORCED TO FLEE

UNHCR staff check in on a refugee family at Ampain refugee camp, Ghana. The COVID-19 pandemic has further exacerbated the 
precarious lives of people forced to flee. © UNHCR/Lawrence Sagoe
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RESPONDING TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

UNHCR stays and delivers 

The COVID-19 pandemic brought the world to 
a standstill, forcing millions of people to stay at 
home with lockdowns imposed across the world. 
However, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 
remained committed to continue attending to 
persons forced to flee and their host communities. 
In the face of the global pandemic, UNHCR was on 

the frontline delivering humanitarian relief to those 
who need it most.  

As Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees noted: “The COVID-19 crisis has already 

had significant consequences for our operations, 

forcing us to rapidly adjust the way we work. 

However, we are sparing no effort to help and 

protect refugees the best we can under these 

difficult circumstances.”

We launched an appeal to raise emergency funds 
to support our COVID-19 preventative measures 
and thanks to you and supporters like you, over 
49 million USD was raised from private donors 
including individuals, businesses, companies 
and foundations to support UNHCR’s COVID-19 
response.

Because of the support of donors like you, UNHCR 
and our partners were able to carry out a series 
of measures to protect people forced to flee as 
the world grappled with the pandemic. These 
included increasing access to clean water and 
distributing soap, offering guidance and fact-based 
information on preventive measures, expanding 
cash assistance to help mitigate the negative socio-
economic impact of COVID-19, training community 
health workers to raise awareness and promote 
hygiene measures and strengthening monitoring 
and interventions to ensure the rights of forcibly 
displaced people are respected.

This global health crisis, which has at the time of 
publishing this report, has led to the reported loss 
of  over 1.3 million people’s lives. The pandemic 
forced all of us to realize that uplifting the most 
vulnerable and marginalized in the community – 
which at the forefront includes people forced to 
flee their homes because of conflict, violence and 
persecution, is in our collective interest.  

UNHCR stays and delivers 
to ensure the protection and 
safety of people forced to flee 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 
© UNHCR/Eugene Sibomana
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When the COVID-19 pandemic was declared, amid 
social anxiety and uncertainty, LuQuLuQu celebrity 

supporters came together from across Africa 
to encourage and demonstrate the movement’s 
values of solidarity and kindness in facing the 
pandemic together. 

The video message alleviated social anxiety about 
the pandemic by encouraging light-hearted ways 

for each of us to practice social distancing to stop 
the virus from spreading – and in doing so, help 
protect our forcibly displaced communities. 

The video, posted on various social media 
channels, has thus far garnered over two million 
views and stands as Africa’s rallying call to 
#DoItLuQuLuQu in the face of the pandemic. 

The LuQuLuQu movement rallies community 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic

LuQuLuQu celebrity supporters from top left to bottom right: Kalybos (Ghana), Jason Goliath (South Africa), 2Baba (Nigeria), Pinky 
Ghelani (Kenya), Donovan Goliath (South Africa), Abrantie the Gentleman (Ghana), Soulo (Kenya), Nikki Samonas (Ghana), Kwame 
Biishville (Ghana), Ayanda Makayi (South Africa), Avril (Kenya), Adjetey Anang (Ghana), Collins Injera (Kenya), Leanne Manas (South 
Africa), Mercy Masika (Kenya), Locnville (South Africa)  
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Congratulations! The LuQuLuQu movement was 
a finalist in the Global Fundraising Awards 2020  

‘The Activator’ category recognizing a campaign 
that mobilizes people to come together to unite for 
the purpose of creating tremendous impact. The 
LuQuLuQu movement was honoured for seeking 
to change the narrative of the African refugee and 

transform the lens with which we view those that 
are socially considered on the margins. In doing 
so, the movement emphasized the ordinariness of 
those that have extraordinary resilience, fortitude 
and hope in the face of incredible odds and 
the arduous journeys that those forced to flee  
experience. 

The LuQuLuQu movement nominated for 
“Activator” award 

Needa Jehu-Mazou, Head of 
UNHCR Private Sector Partnerships 
Africa was nominated for “the 
Activator” Global Fundraising 2020 
Award for her role in spearheading 
the LuQuLuQu movement.

In 2019 the LuQuLuQu movement came out in full force to step for safety for families forced to flee – as a part of the 
growing wave of changing the narrative of refugees across the continent. © UNHCR 
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LuQuLuQu club's #Masks4Refugees project 

The Dzaleka LuQuLuQu club spearheaded the #Masks4Refugees project to help protect refugee and host communities from the 
pandemic. © UNHCR/Ivonovitch

As the world faced a pandemic that endangered 
us all, we were required to isolate and socially 
distance. But for many people forced to flee, 
living in overcrowded camps, social distancing is 
difficult to achieve. Refugee communities therefore 
stepped up to protect themselves and their host 
communities from the spread of the virus. 

In Dzaleka refugee camp, Malawi, the LuQuLuQu 
club initiated by refugee youth leaders, rallied 
together in response to the pandemic by launching 
the #Masks4Refugees project. It was kick started 
with generous donations from LuQuLuQu celebrity 
supporters across the region. The start-up funds 

donated were used to purchase sewing machines, 
fabric and materials for the LuQuLuQu club to 
produce masks to disseminate across the camp.  

From mask-making, the project evolved to include 
soap-making. For this, 63 refugees in Dzaleka 
received training for soap-making to set up a 
business project in creating a soap brand to 
sell and distribute across Malawi. The project 
also supports refugee livelihoods. In the spirit 
of the LuQuLuQu movement, refugees across 
the continent continue to innovate home-grown 
solutions in addressing the challenges of curbing 
the spread of COVID-19! 
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Kwame Annom, now UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador appears alongside UNHCR staff members on TV3’s Breakfast Show, 
NewDay with host Etornam Rita Sey. © UNHCR/Priscilla Kedjah  

From this LuQuLuQu club project in Dzaleka 
refugee camp, UNHCR’s LuQuLuQu movement 
launched the #Masks4Refugees Emergency 

Appeal across the continent to raise awareness 
and funds for facemasks, soap and access to clean 
water to keep refugees, living in over-congested 
camp settings, to keep safe from COVID-19. 

As a part of the emergency appeal, celebrity 
supporters took to the airwaves to share the needs 

of people forced to flee in camp settings and how 
one can support.  

Kwame Annom, now UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador, 
took to radio and television in Ghana to advocate 
for the #MasksforRefugees emergency appeal and 
unpack the refugee situation in Ghana. Ghana hosts 
some 13,355 refugees from 30 different countries.

#Masks4Refugees emergency appeal 

“As human beings who have compassion and kindness in us, we should 
exercise our compassion and kindness by donating to the refugee 
cause,’’ Kwame Annom, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador.
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The #Masks4Refugees Appeal also 
fit strategically into our diaspora 
outreach. UNHCR collegues 
including Fundraising Officer 
and former refugee, Tibo Rogers 
appeared on the Dentaa Show 

“Why your past shouldn’t define 

your future: A Refugee’s Story.”

Needa Jehu-Mazou, Head of UNHCR Private Sector Partnerships Africa and 
Tibo Rogers, UNHCR, interviewed on the Dentaa show.

Spotlight on our Corporate 
Partner: Old Mutual supporting 
Africa’s most critical agenda

Old Mutual Group, one of Africa’s leading financial 
service providers has proved their authentic 
concern for the communities in which they operate 
through a committed partnership with UNHCR. In 
the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Old 
Mutual leadership team was amongst the first 
respondents to an emergency funding appeal that 
recognised the impact on society’s most vulnerable 
communities, which included refugees, asylum 
seekers and South African citizens among their 
beneficiaries. 

The contribution Old Mutual made in April 2020 
of 525,000 ZAR made a significant difference to 

UNHCR’s response to the pandemic, providing 
access to life-saving support, including water, rent, 
medical care, hygiene materials and cash-based 
assistance to 1,676 vulnerable individuals. 

The holistic partnership with Old Mutual envisions 
sustainable solutions towards bringing refugees to 
a place of self-reliance, including activities focused 
on livelihoods and economic inclusion across the 
African continent. In addition, Old Mutual played 
a role as a leading sponsor in UNHCR’s historic 
LuQuLuQu Comedy with a Purpose event by 
donating 155,000 ZAR towards UNHCR’s priority 
programmes and initiatives. 
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Resilience in Action: Fighting against 
COVID-19, one mask at a time

Harerimana is a Rwandan refugee living in Goma, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo with her 
husband Uwimana. She produces facemasks with 
the help of UNHCR to keep her community safe 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

She and her husband are amongst 30 forcibly 
displaced persons who benefited from a three-

month vocational training in sewing launched by 
UNHCR to create livelihood solutions. UNHCR 
purchases 15% of all masks produced, with their 
first big order being the supply of 11,000 masks to 
protect vulnerable internally displaced persons in 
the neighbouring Ituri province.

“Everyone can contribute to fighting COVID-19, 
including refugees,” Harerimana, Rwandan refugee 
living in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Harerimana sews a facemask to help reduce 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus. © UNHCR/
Sanne Biesmans 
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'Masks for Refugees by Refugees' in Ghana:

Oheneba Abrantie explains the steps to create facemasks to refugee trainees at Ampain refugee camp, Ghana. © UNHCR/
Lawrence Sagoe

As COVID-19 progressed with devastating impact 
around the globe, many countries including Ghana, 
issued directives requiring the use of facemasks in 
public places to curtail the spread.  

UNHCR Ghana initiated a livelihood project, 'Masks 

for Refugees by Refugees,' empowering refugees 
in camps to produce and disseminate facemasks 
to their communities. A portion of the produced 
facemasks were also sold to consumers.  

This year, the Fountain of Life Church has contributed 5.5 million NGN 
in two donations to UNHCR  in support of the COVID-19 emergency 
appeal in Nigeria, and towards the IDP emergency in north-eastern 
Nigeria. 

We thank you Fountain of Life Church for your kind donation!

Spotlight on our Faith-Based Partner: 
The Fountain of Life Church
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Oheneba Abrantie facilitates a facemask-making tutorial for refugee trainees at Ampain refugee camp, in Ghana. © UNHCR/
Lawrence Sagoe

Oheneba Abrantie, LuQuLuQu High Level 
Influencer and Ghanaian fashion designer 
supported this project by travelling to the refugee 
camps and urban areas in Accra to provide training 
for facemask-production similar to the LuQLuQu 
club approach, and in line with established 
COVID-19 prevention standards. In Ampain refugee 

camp, Oheneba provided training to some 40 
selected trainers of trainers.     

Abrantie also produced a facemask tutorial video 
that was shared with refugee community groups 
on how to sew masks, adhering to the right health 
authority guidelines.

P&G supported UNHCR’s COVID-19 pandemic response in urban areas in Kenya by donating hygiene 
packs and cash assistance support for 350 refugee families. Thank you, P&G, for helping safeguard 
refugee families from the pandemic!

Spotlight on our Corporate Partner: P&G 
supports COVID-19 response in Kenya
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APPEALS AND CAMPAIGNS: 
What it means to #DoItLuQuLuQu

From top left to bottom right: Innocent (2Baba) Idibia, Nikki Samonas, Felix (Sierra Leonean refugee), Boris (UNHCR donor), Kwame 
(Biishville) Annom, Abrantie the Gentleman, Donovan Goliath, Mercy Masika, Luzianne (UNHCR donor), Joelle (Congolese refugee 
living in Nairobi), Tresor Riziki, Leanne Manas, Sarah (Congolese refugee living in South Africa), Ancillar Mangena, Ayanda Makayi, 
Nicholas Goliath, Prince (Congolese refugee living in Malawi), Nomzamo Mbatha, Mohammed (Somali refugee living in Kakuma) 
refugee camp), Sithabile (UNHCR donor).

Members of the LuQuLuQu movement came 
together to share what #DoItLuQuLuQu means to 
them in a memorable video message. Participants 
in the #DoItLuQuLuQu campaign spanned from 
across the continent and included celebrity 
supporters, donors like you, and our resilient and 

hopeful forcibly displaced brothers and sisters. 

The video served as a reminder that we must 
play our part in supporting families forced to 
flee, more so now in these challenging times. 
#DoItLuQuLuQu!

At the beginning of 2020, Capital FM Kenya expanded its partnership with UNHCR to go beyond 
raising awareness and resources to initiate a campaign in support of refugees, dubbed "Drive for 
Kakuma." The campaign raised in-kind donations of textbooks, exercise books and sanitary materials 
valued at 2,374,835 KES to support refugee families in Kakuma. Thank you, Capital FM, for bringing 
smiles to Kakuma! 

Spotlight on our Media Partner: 
Capital FM’s 'Drive for Kakuma'
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Helpher
HEAL

UNHCR launched the Help Her Heal campaign in April 2020 to raise awareness and support 
for survivors of sexual assault, rape, and sex trafficking. The campaign shed light on the sexual 
violence that hundreds of thousands of women and girls like Grace* face when forced to flee 
their homes. 

Photography © UNHCR/John Wessels

Grace* (actual name withheld), was forced to flee her home in the Democratic Republic of Congo when a militia group attacked her 
village. She was subjected to sexual violence in the hands of the armed men. Because of the support of donors like you, UNHCR’s 
Help Her Heal campaign raised funds to support women like Grace with much needed medical assistance, psycho-social counselling 
and safe shelter for survivors. © UNHCR/John Wessels
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In spite of 2020 challenges with physical gatherings on account of the COVID-19 pandemic, we still 
managed with technology to hold virtual gatherings with various groups including companies and 
foundations across Africa who continued to demonstrate committment to advancing the refugee cause. 

Attendees of the Ramadan virtual event 
came from all over the continent and 
beyond to celebrate Ramadan and learn 
about UNHCR’s Islamic Philanthropy 
tools to support forcibly displaced 
communities.  

“Our collective Muslim Ummah has the capacity 

to serve as a catalyst of change in tackling this 

global humanitarian crisis. Be it supporting 

people forced to flee in your own country borders 

or across the world, each one of us has a role 

to play in responding to the refugee crisis, 

InshAllah,” Sheikh Dr. Aize Dabsan Al-Qahtani, 

UNHCR Patron and keynote speaker at the 

UNHCR Ramadan virtual event.

On 19 May 2020, UNHCR in collaboration with 
Zaheerah Bham-Ismail, founding member of 
the Women’s Business Network for UNHCR and 
Chairperson of The Caring Women’s Forum in 
South Africa (CWF) convened a Ramadan virtual 

event, bringing together 78 Muslim thought-leaders 
from Africa and beyond. 

The event provided the opportunity for attendees 
to learn about Islamic philanthropy channels in the 
context of bringing relief to families who have been 
forced to flee their homes due to violence, conflict, 
and persecution. 

The event was moderated by Zaheerah Bham-
Ismail. The keynote speaker was Dr. Aize Dabsan 
Al-Qahtani, UNHCR Patron and Senior Advisor 
to the Thani Bin Abdullah Bin Thani Al-Thani 
Humanitarian Fund. 

 

CELEBRATING RAMADAN VIRTUALLY IN 2020 

Bringing together Muslim thought-leaders from across 
the continent and beyond
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The Caring Women’s Forum (CWF) founded in 
1995, is a group of women working together 
with the aim of advancing the status of women 
around the world through community service and 
advocacy.  It is currently a leading organisation 
in the South African Islamic community that 
works in close collaboration with both local and 
international humanitarian organisations.  

UNHCR’s partnership with CWF is a demonstration 
of what can be achieved with grassroots local 
organizations to shed light on the plight of forcibly 

displaced families. With the commitment of truly 
selfless individuals that form part of the CWF 
team, the collaboration with UNHCR has promoted 
the organisation’s work through a 500,000 ZAR 
donation for refugees in Yemen through the 
Refugee Zakat Fund in Ramadan 2020, as well 
as a 50,000 ZAR contribution towards UNHCR’s 
Ethiopia/Tigray Emergency Appeal in December. 

Thank you to Caring Women’s Forum for your 
continued commitment towards assisting families 
who have been forced to flee! 

Dr. Aize Dabsan Al-Qahtani shared with the 
participants how partnering with UNHCR in 2015 
assured the provision of basic services and life-
saving needs through cash assistance, health 
and nutrition to some 320,000 refugees and 
internally displaced persons in the Middle East and 
North Africa region. Further to that, in 2019, the 
partnership supported almost one million displaced 
and vulnerable people in Bangladesh and Yemen 
with much-needed Zakat funds. Moreover, in 
2020 the Thani Al-Thani Humanitarian Fund 
supported over one million extremely vulnerable 
forcibly displaced people in Bangladesh, Chad and 
Lebanon with Sadaqah and Zakat donations for 
shelter and monthly cash grants to pay for housing, 
food, education and health-care services.   

The participants were moved by Dr. Aize Dabsan 
Al-Qahtani’s keynote speech and remarks by 
Needa Jehu-Mazou, UNHCR Head of Private Sector 
Partnerships;  Khaled Khalifa, UNHCR Advisor and 
Representative to the Gulf Cooperation Council; 
Ambassador Mohamed Abdi Affey, UNHCR Special 
Envoy for the Horn of Africa;  Fathiaa Abdalla, 
UNHCR Representative to Kenya; and AlHaji 
Muhammad Maidoki, Executive Chairman of Sokoto 
Zaqat and Waqf Commission.

The moving contribution from Mohammed Hassan, 
Refugee Youth Representative at the event was 
poignant and reflective of what his faith means to 
him: 

“From my own experience, faith builds resilience. 

My Islamic faith means everything to me. It 

gives me hope about the future and about life 

in general. I read the Quran for guidance and 

inspiration. When you are trapped in a refugee 

camp for almost 30 years, you remind yourself 

that the Good Lord has not forgotten you. You 

pray every day asking God for forgiveness, 

mercy and meaning to make sense of this 

misery,” Mohammed Hassan, Refugee Youth 

Representative. 

Attendees of the high-level gathering learnt how 
to harness the power of their Zakat to provide 
sustainable solutions for families forced to flee 
and their host communities. Zakat is one of the 
pillars in the Islamic faith that obligates Muslims to 
contribute a specific contribution of their wealth to 
support vulnerable members in the society. UNHCR 
has a dedicated Refugee Zakat Fund which has a 
100% Zakat distribution policy channeling 100% 
of Zakat contributions to supporting vulnerable 
families including women and children.

Spotlight on our Local Partner: Caring 
Women’s Forum – harnessing the 
power of Zakat to support people 
forced to flee
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As businesses and foundations in Africa are called 
upon to support the pursuit of lasting solutions 
for the plight of families forced to flee, incredible 
alliances are formed. Imperial Logistics responded 
to the call, in line with their appreciation for the 
value that refugees bring to their new homes, by 
investing in education initiatives in partnership 
with The Caring Women’s Forum (CWF) and 
UNHCR.

The contribution of 100,000 USD by Imperial 
Logistics towards provision of textbooks, school 
desks, as well as registration fees for refugee 
students to sit for their Kenya Certificate of 
Secondary Education (KCSE) exams, is an 

investment in the future of these bright young minds.

“This partnership is instrumental in facilitating 

the donation towards education services for 

refugees in Kenya and highlights the role that 

the private sector plays in addressing the 

socio-economic challenges faced by refugee 

and host communities. This donation is our 

way of ensuring that we are part of the change 

needed”, said Mohammed Akoojee, Imperial 

Group CEO. 

Thank you, Imperial Logistics for demonstrating 
the valuable worth of corporate social investment 
in communities where refugees bring value!

Spotlight on our Corporate Partner: 
Imperial Logistics supports refugee 
education in Kenya

Each year, at least one Governmental body 
responds to the call to join forces with the private 
sector to deliver for those who have been forced to 
flee their homes. In 2020, following the Ramadan 
virtual event, UNHCR  and Nigerian government 
counterparts convened to identify ways in which 
UNHCR Islamic Philanthropy tools can be utilized 

in Nigeria to raise funds for internally displaced 
persons in the country. Currently 2.7 million people 
have been internally displaced in Nigeria. UNHCR’s 
Islamic Philanthropy tools including the Zakat Fund 
have the capacity to support their livelihoods to 
help rebuild their lives.

Public-Private Partnerships: UNHCR Nigeria 
Islamic philanthropy event

Participants at the UNHCR Nigeria Islamic 
philanthropy event.
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Dr. Saheed Ashafa, previous Amir of Muslim Students' Society of Nigeria (right) with Miftahudeen Thanni, Amir of Muslim Students' 
Society of Nigeria (left), in Lagos, addressing journalists during a media engagement in Lagos. 

“As Muslim students, we believe the future is 

ours, we need to do our part – however big or 

small to contribute towards the refugee cause.” 

– Miftahudeen Thanni, Amir of the Muslim 

Students' Society of Nigeria, Lagos. 

Increasingly, students across the continent and 
diaspora are playing an active role in responding 

to the refugee crisis in Africa. This past year, the 
Muslim Student Society of Nigeria (MSSN) made a 
Zakat donation to UNHCR's Refugee Zakat Fund, 
aligning with the association’s commitment to social 
justice and development in Nigeria. 

We appreciate students coming together to support 
people forced to flee!

Spotlight on our Faith-Based Partner: Muslim 
Students’ Society donates to UNHCR Zakat Fund

The Africa Muslims Agency (AMA) has been a key humanitarian agency in South Africa, operating in over 29 
countries across the African continent for over 30 years. As a well-established and respected organisation, 
AMA has supported underprivileged communities through a broad range of programmes, including winter 
projects, Ramadan feeding, disaster relief and water well projects among others. One of the key focus points 
of AMA is to inspire the act of giving, which has also been instrumental in the organisation’s support to 
alleviate the plight of forcibly displaced families. During UNHCR’s 2020 Ramadan campaign, AMA donated 
165,000 ZAR towards the UNHCR Refugee Zakat Fund, which has made a significant contribution to 
UNHCR’s efforts to provide life-saving assistance to the most vulnerable people. Thank you, Africa Muslims 
Agency for your continued support and generosity!

Spotlight on our Faith-Based 
Partner: Africa Muslims Agency 
supporting refugees through the 
UNHCR Zakat Fund
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Resilience in Action: Reaching for the top  
despite all odds 

Shukri Habibi achieved top marks in her school examinations in the region of Somaliland © UNHCR/Ali Jibril Hirsi

Shukri Habibi Saed achieved an incredible 
milestone in education history - attaining a score 
of 690 out of 700 marks in national examinations 
in Somaliland, making her the top candidate in 
the region and breaking the record for the highest 
marks ever recorded in Somaliland’s national exam 
history.  

“I am delighted to have made my family and 
community proud with my achievement. They 
have given me wonderful gifts and words of 
encouragement,” says Shukri.

Shukri’s parents are originally from Ethiopia, having 
fled to Somaliland two decades ago for fear of 
persecution. 

Thanks to her top grades, Shukri received a 
scholarship from UNHCR and our education 
partner, the Norwegian Refugee Council to study at 
Amano Boarding and Day School in Somaliland. 

Her admission was a bittersweet moment it was 
when the COVID-19 pandemic hit, leading to 
closure of schools in March, for close to six months. 

When learning resumed in August with virtual 
classes, Shukri’s transition proved difficult as she 
could not afford a smartphone, computer or internet 
for online classes, having to rely on her friends’ 
phones for the online classes. 

Somaliland has since eased its restrictions and 
classes are gradually resuming, but Shukri still has 
to raise funds to cover additional school costs not 
covered through the scholarship. 

“I hope I will be lucky again to receive more support 
since my parents are unable to provide all I need,” 
she says.

According to the UNHCR’s Education Report 
released in September 2020, 3.7 million 
refugee children are out of school, with girls 
disproportionally affected, having less access to 
education compared to boys.

Despite this, Shukri is as determined as ever, 
stating that, “My ultimate dream is to become a 
doctor and help the most vulnerable people in my 
community.”
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“Home with Isha Sesay” on World Refugee Day. Sadiki Bamperineza, a refugee who fled DRC and now works as 
a guidance counsellor for refugee students, mentoring young 
refuges to access information, overcome barriers and develop 
necessary skills to complete higher education courses. 
© UNHCR/Andrew McConnell

On World Refugee Day, the LuQuLuQu movement 
teamed up with award-winning journalist Isha Sesay 
who hosted a special edition of “Home With Isha 

Sesay” focused on issues for persons forcibly 
displaced due to conflict. During the show, Isha 
interacted with various supporters relating to the 
refugee situation, sharing their thoughts on the 
current situation as well as reflecting on how they 
are making the situation better for persons forced 
to flee. Featured on her show were refugees who 
demonstrated how support for people forced 
to flee results in unimaginable feats. One of the 

refugees interviewed was Sadiki Bamperineza. 

Sadiki Bamperineza fled the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) over 20 years ago and sought 
safety in Rwanda. Sadiki is now a refugee college 
guidance counsellor and strong advocate for 
quality healthcare for persons forced to flee. 
Reflecting on what drives him to continue with 
his efforts, Sadiki remarked that, “I have to work 

hard so that I support others…I have hope that 

everyone can have empathy for refugees.’’

The LuQuLuQu movement teams up with Isha 
Sessay to commemorate World Refugee Day

This year’s June 20 World Refugee Day was celebrated a little differently than years prior. While all 
celebrations for the day occurred on virtual channels, our LuQuLuQu celebrity supporters were out in full 
force to lend their voices to honour the resilience, courage, and hope of people forced to flee their homes. 

COMMEMORATING WORLD REFUGEE DAY 2020, 
VIRTUALLY! 
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For Nomzamo Mbatha, UNHCR Goodwill 
Ambassador, World Refugee Day gave her the 
opportunity to reconnect with Eujin Byun, UNHCR 
Communications Officer now based in Nairobi. 

They had previously met when Nomzamo was on 
mission in South Sudan and conversed about the 
refugee situation in the context of COVID-19 and 
how persons forced to flee are coping with the 
pandemic. 

During the catch-up, Eujin shared the various steps 
taken within refugee camps in Kenya to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. These range from soap-
making to sewing facemasks for refugees within 
the camps, and mass information campaigns for 
the community, including host community on 
prevention measures.

For World Refugee Day, 
Nomzamo reconnects with UNHCR colleague 

Nomzamo Mbatha, UNHCR 
Goodwill Ambassador during her 
visit to Maban, South Sudan in 
2018 where she met with forcibly 
displaced families. 
© UNHCR/Eujin Byun 
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Pinky Ghelani meeting with school 
children at Mogadishu Primary school in 
Kakuma refugee camp, Kenya at the end 
of 2019 © UNHCR/Emmanuel Jambo 

Mercy Masika meeting with school children 
at Mogadishu Primary school in Kakuma 
refugee camp, Kenya at the end of 2019 
© UNHCR/Emmanuel Jambo 

UNHCR World Refugee Day in Kenya

Moran (E.A.) Publishers has made a long term commitment to partner with UNHCR to support 
learning for refugee children in Kenya. To kickstart the partnership, they made a contribution of 
13,282 textbooks worth 7,137,562 KES for refugee learners in Kenya. 

To Moran Publishers, we say ‘Asante’ (thank you)! 

Spotlight on our Corporate Partner: 
Moran Publishers donates learning 
materials for refugee children 

The theme of this year’s World Refugee Day was 
‘Every Action Counts.’ In Kenya, Pinky Ghelani, 
LuQuLuQu High Profile Supporter co-hosted 
UNHCR’s World Refugee Day Celebration, at which 
Mercy Masika, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador 
performed her song 'Muite.' The song calls on us 
to seek for help from God whenever we need a 
helping hand while at the same time urging us to 

make a difference in our communities by taking 
care of the most vulnerable among us. 

The event also included musical performances from 
persons forced to flee and a runway show from 
RefuSHE, a UNHCR partner organization. 

As of November 2020, Kenya hosts over 451,000 
persons forcibly displaced. 
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“When I heard about the market, I signed up for a 
stall immediately. My new restaurant is much better, 

it’s more spacious and I can serve more clients now,’’ 
Mama Dady, Congolese refugee 

Resilience in Action: Livelihoods and the creation 
of community

A new market in Lovua settlement in Angola caters 
for the host community as well as persons forced 
to flee. In compliance with COVID-19 protocols, 
the market has eight handwashing facilities and 
spacious stalls. The market provides an avenue for 
persons forced to flee to earn an income through 
setting up their own businesses. 

Mama Dady is one of the people who have 
benefitted from this project. She is a Congolese 
refugee who is a restaurant owner in the market, 
with her eatery being well-known for serving tasty 
local and Congolese dishes.

“When I heard about the market, I signed up for a 
stall immediately. My new restaurant is much better, 
it’s more spacious and I can serve more clients 
now,’’ she says. 

Restaurants such as Mama Dady’s provide an 
opportunity for refugee farmers to earn money 
through selling their produce locally. In addition, 
the market promotes peaceful co-existence 
among persons forcibly displaced and their host 
community.

Mama Dady, a Congolese restaurant owner, serves lunch in Lovua market in Angola. © UNHCR/Omotola Akindipe
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WELCOMING OUR 2020 GOODWILL 
AMBASSADORS

In 2020, three of our LuQuLuQu High Level 
Influencers from three distinctly diverse 
backgrounds of music, film and media, and 
gastronomy were appointed UNHCR Goodwill 
Ambassadors. 

Their journeys championed the #DoItLuQuLuQu 
movement with each one of them personally 

contributing funds, time and energy to change 
the narrative of people forced to flee their homes 
because of conflict, violence or persecution. 

Joining their journeys as Goodwill Ambassadors, is 
also a LuQuLuQu champion and Olympic refugee 
athlete. Learn more about our newest UNHCR 
Goodwill Ambassadors below! 

Musician, song producer and songwriter Innocent 
Ujah Idibia, popularly known as 2Baba was 

appointed as UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador in 

June 2020.

Since 2017, 2Baba has been a committed High-

Level Supporter of UNHCR’s LuQuLuQu campaign. 

In 2017, he visited IDP camps in north-eastern 
Nigeria’s Borno state and saw first-hand the 
immediacy of supporting people forced to flee.

Innocent Ujah Idibia, also known as 2Baba, appointed UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador in June 2020 © UNHCR/Tego Agbro

Innocent Ujah Idibia (2Baba) appointed 
UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador  

"I hope to raise 
awareness and support
for people forced to flee.
It's up to all of us to
keep their hope alive."

2Baba 
UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador
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Four of UNHCR 
Goodwill Ambassadors 
in Africa (from top 
left to bottom right: 
2Baba (Nigeria), Mercy 
Masika (Kenya), Leanne 
Manas (South Africa) 
and Nomzamo Mbatha 
(South Africa).

Chansa Kapaya, 
UNHCR Representative 
to Nigeria meets 
with 2Baba, UNHCR 
Goodwill Ambassador 
in Lagos © UNHCR/
Gabriel Adeyemo 

“These families shared heart-breaking stories of 

watching loved ones being kidnapped or killed, 

forced to flee the comfort of their homes and 

leave everything they knew behind. I saw how 

they struggled to access basic things that we 

take for granted – like food, water, education and 

healthcare,” said 2Baba. “I witnessed UNHCR’s 

work first-hand during my visits and commend 

the organization for being on the frontlines, 

providing emergency relief and support to forcibly 

displaced families. I believe in this organization 

and I’m proud to be associated with UNHCR,” 

Innocent Ujah Idibia, 2Baba, UNHCR Goodwill 

Ambassador.

2Baba has supported UNHCR emergency 
appeals and campaigns, hosted and performed at 
LuQuLuQu charity concerts, and participated in 
UNHCR's celebration of World Refugee Day.

Upon his appoinment, Nomzamo Mbatha, Mercy 

Masika and Leanne Manas, all UNHCR Goodwill 

Ambassadors, welcomed 2Baba to the UNHCR 

Goodwill Ambassador family.

365 Days of LuQuLuQu    25

https://www.unhcr.org/refugeeday/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFj5xyvG03M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFj5xyvG03M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFj5xyvG03M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFj5xyvG03M


Welcoming Pur Biel as a new UNHCR 
Goodwill Ambassador  

Nikki Samonas and Kwame Annom (Biishville) 
announced as UNHCR Goodwill Ambassadors 

South Sudanese refugee athlete Yiech Pur Biel was 
named as a UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador in August 
2020. Pur Biel fled conflict in South Sudan in 2005 and 
sought refuge at Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya. He 
took up athletic training in the camp and subsequently 
went on to participate in the Olympics with the first- 
ever refugee Olympic Team at the Rio 2016 Summer 
Olympics. 

Nomzamo warmly welcomed Pur and they had a 
virtual session in which Pur expressed his optimism 
in his new role and pledged to continue his advocacy 
for persons forcibly displaced. This, he explained 
he hoped to do by promoting access to education 
through sports. Pur Biel continues to #DoItLuQuLuQu 
in proving resilience and shaping the African refugee 
narrative. 
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Nikki Samonas and Kwame Annom (Biishville) 
were appointed UNHCR Goodwill Ambassadors 
on 3rd December 2020. Nikki, media personality 
and actress and Kwame, professional culinary 
chef, have been supporting the plight of people 
forced to flee their homes since 2017 with 
UNHCR’s LuQuLuQu campaign. In their roles 
as LuQuLuQu High Level Influencers, they have 
used their voices to help change the narrative of 
refugees. 

In 2017, Nikki visited Ampain refugee camp in 
Ghana to learn more about UNHCR’s emergency 
response work and meet with families forced to 
flee their homes. This first visit affirmed Nikki’s 
commitment to UNHCR. 

“Ever since my participation with the 

LuQuLuQu campaign and my visit to Ampain 

refugee camp where I met with resilient refugee 

families, I have sought to transform public 

perception of our forcibly displaced African 

brothers and sisters – to recognize their 

strength, courage and hope. I am overjoyed to 

continue my journey with UNHCR as a Goodwill 

Ambassador. I wish to use my new role to 

champion ways to improve the lives of the most 

vulnerable communities in Ghana,” said Nikki.

Kwame, commonly referred to as Biishville, has 
used his unique craft as a culinary chef to draw 
attention to the refugee cause: “I remember 

meeting with refugee families in 2017 and 

cooking with them in the camp. I was so 

inspired by these families – that despite the 

grave hardship they had undergone, they 

welcomed me into their shelters. It made me 

realize that I have a unique opportunity to use 

my profession as a chef to amplify the call for 

action to support families forced to flee. Now 

as a Goodwill Ambassador, I dedicate my role 

in uniting refugees, host communities and 

donors, to increase support and awareness for 

the refugee cause and UNHCR’s work on the 

ground,” said Kwame. 

To reiterate their commitment to supporting 
the refugee cause, Kwame and Nikki hosted 
a gathering inviting friends, members of the 
government and diplomatic corps upon their 
appointment. The event raised 24,130 GHS in 
donations to support the plight of refugees. 

Nikki Samonas and Kwame Annom address the media in Ghana 
during their GWA announcements on 3rd Dec 2020 © MimoCity 
Photography 
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Since the beginning of the LuQuLuQu movement in 2017, our committed celebrity supporters who 
championed the call to #DoItLuQuLuQu have shown their commitment year-in and year-out. 2020 was 
no exception. Despite the challenging year, our supporters continued to lend their voices to support and 
raise awareness on the refugee crisis. 

Tresor Riziki speaks to CNN African Voices about 
his refugee journey and the LuQuLuQu movement

LUQULUQU SUPPORTERS' CONTINUED 
COMMITMENT TO UPLIFT THE REFUGEE 
NARRATIVE   

Tresor Riziki, LuQuLuQu High Level Influencer was 
featured on CNN African Voices Changemakers 
to discuss his career as a musician, his personal 
journey in being forced to flee his home and his 
commitment to the LuQuLuQu movement:  “Being 

a refugee has taught me one thing which is 

humility...” 

As a LuQuLuQu High Level Influencer, Tresor has 
had the opportunity to interact with persons forced 
to flee during his mission to Dzaleka refugee camp. 
Reflecting on his experience, Tresor said, “That was 
the most humbling trip because I got to meet kids 
that I didn’t know that got inspired by my story...For 
me, it’s always for me a reminder of how far I have 
come and to always stay humble and have more 
compassion.’’  

Tresor was forced to flee his home country and 
arrived in Durban, South Africa. He managed to 
survive earning a living working both as car guard 
by day and security guard by night. In between 
the two jobs he managed to hustle his way into 
the local Durban music scene, linking up with local 
musicians and music makers and quickly making 
a name for himself. He formed a musical band 
'Maisha' which was his entry into the music industry. 

Tresor is passionate about changing the perception 
of the continent adding that, “My dream is to 

inspire the next generation of leaders...I hope 

to be part in changing the narrative of the 

continent.’’ 
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Leanne Manas, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador during her visit to Dzaleka refugee camp, Malawi © UNHCR 

Leanne Manas, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador 
moderated UNHCR’s Virtual National Dialogue 
in celebration of South Africa’s National 
Heritage Day. The theme of the celebration was 
‘Celebrating diverse human living treasures and 
promoting social cohesion.’ South Africa is home 
to diverse cultures and the preservation of these 

cultures forms an integral part of social cohesion. 

The virtual celebration featured a showcase of 
cultural dresses, music and dance from Salama 
African Group (a Malawian dance group), social 
cohesion activities in Cape Town, and a display of 
different African cuisines. 

Leanne Manas hosts UNHCR’s celebration of South 
Africa National Heritage Day 
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Nomzamo Mbatha delivering her address at the Beijing 25+ event telecasted globally in the UN General Assembly

Nomzamo Mbatha, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador 
was invited to serve as the eminent high-level 

champion of gender equality for the high-level 

meeting on the 25th anniversary of the Fourth 

World Conference on Women.  The event marked 
25 years since the Platform of Action, one of the 
strongest pieces of written text and consultation on 
gender equality across the world. 

Nomzamo spoke to the theme of “accelerating 
the realization of gender equality and the 
empowerment of all women and girls,” and the 
impact of forced displacement for women and girls:  
“Forcibly displaced women are agents of change, 

challenging the status quo, fighting for girls’ 

rights and using their voices to demand equality,” 

she stated. 

2Baba, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador performed 

at the Nansen Refugee Award Ceremony in 
honour of the Nansen Refugee Award Laureate 
Mayerlín (Maye) Vergara Pérez. Maye was 
recognized for her resilient work in protecting 

children who are survivors of sexual exploitation, 
many of whom are children forced to flee. During 
the ceremony hosted by UNHCR Goodwill 
Ambassador, Alphonso Herrera, 2Baba performed 
the song 'One Love.' 

Nomzamo Mbatha speaks at United Nations 
Beijing+25 event 

2Baba celebrates 2020 Nansen Award winner 
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Although many visits planned to meet with 
forcibly displaced communities in the camps and 
settlements were postponed due to COVID-19, 
Adjetey Anang, UNHCR High Profile Supporter had 
the opportunity to visit Ampain refugee camp in 
Ghana and meet with refugee families. 

During his three-day visit, he learnt about UNHCR’s 
intervention in providing access to clean water to 
refugees, access to education, provision of shelter 
and refugee livelihood opportunities. He also 

learnt how refugee families were coping during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

“The moment I reached Ampain refugee camp, 

I could feel the sense of positive energy, there 

is a sense of oneness…I have met some very 

courageous people, resilient given what had 

happened in [their] past. As a UNHCR supporter 

it’s been a positive journey for me, there’s so 

much that I’ve learnt here,” Adjetey Anang, 

UNHCR High Profile Supporter. 

Adjetey Anang visits Ampain Refugee Camp 

Adjetey Anang helps a forcibly displaced woman living in the camp carry water to her shelter. © UNHCR/Lawrence Sagoe
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One of the ways donors like yourself 
can support UNHCR’s work on 
the ground in providing life-saving 
emergency relief to those who have 
been forced to flee their homes, is by 
signing up to be a monthly donor.  
 
In Ghana, UNHCR launched a face-to-
face fundraising programme in Accra 
Mall where frontline fundraisers meet 
with new supporters to learn about 
UNHCR’s work on the ground and 
ways in which support can be provided 
to refugee families across Africa. At 
the launch of the programme, Kwame 
Annom, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador 
and Adjetey Anang, UNHCR High 
Profile Supporter were on hand to 
meet with shoppers and share their 
experiences visiting refugee camps 
and witnessing the immediate needs 
of our forcibly displaced brothers and 
sisters. Watch out for our frontline 
fundraisers at a public gathering near 
you and come by and say hello! We 
love meeting our supporters! 

Kwame Annom and Adjetey Anang welcome new 
UNHCR supporters at Accra Mall

Adjetey Anang at Accra Mall participates alongside UNHCR frontline fundraisers to 
meet with shoppers and shares what supporting UNHCR’s work on the ground can 
achieve.  © UNHCR/Melody Bossman

For the second consecutive year now, Accra Mall, a popular shopping centre in Ghana’s bustling capital, 
and one of the key locations for UNHCR’s frontline fundraising activities in the country, has supported 
fundraising efforts by waiving costs related to space rentals for our face-to-face fundraising activities. 

Thank you Accra Mall, for your ongoing support! 

Spotlight on our Corporate Partner:  
Accra Mall helps foster UNHCR 
donor community

32    365 Days of LuQuLuQu



To be stateless means that a person does not have 
a nationality of any country. Some people are born 
stateless, but others become stateless. 

On the 6th Anniversary of the #IBelong Campaign, 
Leanne Manas, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador and 
SABC News Anchor hosted a TV interview calling 
on world leaders and governments to include and 
protect stateless people in their programmes, as 
well as conduct steps to eradicate statelessness. 

Stateless people are often unable to go to school, 
see a doctor, get a job, open a bank account, buy 
a house or even get married. Stateless people 
may have difficulty accessing basic rights such as 
education, healthcare, employment and freedom 

of movement. Without these things, they can face a 
lifetime of obstacles and disappointment.

Around 137 million people in the Southern Africa 
region lack identity and a nationality. “I couldn’t 
get a job, I couldn’t get an education, I couldn’t 
do anything for myself,’’ Sihle Collen Nxumalo, 
a stateless person in South Africa remarked. He 
currently works as a caretaker in a church which 
doubles as his home.

Midway into the interview, the Department of Home 
Affairs contacted SABC News and promised to 
assist Sihle to acquire his papers. This significant 
win highlights the importance of raising awareness 
of the plight of stateless persons. 

Leanne Manas shines a light on the issue of 
statelessness and UNHCR’s #IBelong campaign
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Ancillar Mangena lends her voice on integrating 
people forced to flee into cities’ COVID-19 response 

Women’s Business Network for UNHCR champions 
the refugee cause through entrepreneurship and 
engagement 

Ancillar Mangena, LuQuLuQu High-Level Influencer 
and journalist moderated a regional webinar 
on integration of persons forced to flee due to 
conflict into the COVID-19 response. The webinar 
entitled ‘Virtual Regional Webinar on Integrating 

Refugees into City COVID-19 Response – Durban’ 

included representatives from UNHCR, United 
Cities and Local Governments Africa (UGLC Africa), 
refugee speaker, and city authorities.

The discussion centered on the importance of 

integrating persons forcibly displaced due to 
conflict into a city’s response and focused on 
why partnerships are crucial in building inclusive 
cities and social cohesion, as well as countering 
xenophobia. More than 60 percent of refugees and 
80 percent of internally displaced people across the 
globe live in cities and as such urban centers play 
a critical role in protecting persons forced to flee, 
especially now with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Women’s Business Network for UNHCR is a 
forum of leading businesswomen and professionals 
in South Africa and beyond committed to improving 
the lives of people forced to flee their homes due 
to conflict and persecution. The network was first 
launched in October 2018. 

The network held a virtual workshop where 
participants discussed how they could leverage 

their existing networks and resources to work 
towards solutions for challenges affecting persons 
forcibly displaced. 

During the event, Mercy Akuot, a women’s rights 
activist and refugee living in Kakuma refugee camp, 
Kenya, encouraged the network to support the 
elevation of refugee girls and women. 
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Resilience in Action: Thriving through sports

Integral to the wellbeing of refugee youth living in 
camps is the need for team sports and activities 
geared towards better health and wellbeing. In 
Kakuma refugee camp, the presence of sports is 
an everyday affair with diverse leagues and teams 
made up of both boys and girls. 

For Sunday Kioko, a South Sudanese refugee who 
was born and raised in Kakuma refugee camp, 
playing sports is a passion. Sunday started her 
journey with sports 10 years ago when she joined 
Denja FC, one of the ten local teams competing in 

the ladies-only Kakuma Divas League. 

Her talent was quickly noticed, and she was 
selected by the Kakuma Kalobeyei Stars FC team, 
a feat in which she represented Kakuma and 
Kalobeyei in national tournaments and leagues. 

Sunday now plays and competes for the Kakuma 
Starlets team and an example of refugee girls 
thriving, not just surviving, by being given the 
support and opportunities to nurture their passions. 
Way to go Sunday! 

Sunday Kioko in her Kakuma Starlets kit in 
Kakuma refugee camp, Kenya. © UNHCR/
Samuel Otieno
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“2020 has been a difficult year for so many reasons. It has been challenging for many of us – 

particularly for vulnerable communities including our forcibly displaced brothers and sisters. 

Being able to join a line-up of great African acts to offer a moment of comedic relief is an 

honour...we are celebrating our compassion and kindness as Africans – on the continent and 

diaspora,” – Eddie Kadi, Congolese-British comedian featured in the LuQuLuQu Comedy with 

a Purpose show. 

UNHCR LUQULUQU’S 'AFRICA IS A CONTINENT, 
AFRICAN IS A COUNTRY' - COMEDY WITH A 
PURPOSE 

While COVID-19 pandemic forced the LuQuLuQu 
movement to postpone our beloved Step for Safety 

walks which were planned for even more countries 
across the continent, it did not stop us from 
gathering together to support and uplift our forcibly 
displaced brothers and sisters. 

The LuQuLuQu movement organized a one-of-
a-kind virtual comedy event titled 'Africa is a 

Continent, African is a Country' - Comedy with 

a Purpose. The event was a fully pan-African 
gathering of talent from North, South, East, Central 
and West Africa, as well as African Diaspora in 
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"Laughter is an equalizer. LuQuLuQu seeks to unmask the resilience and hope of refugees – 

uplifting the narrative – and comedy lifts us up and gives joy. Such a great fit!" – Basketmouth, 

Nigerian comedian featured in the LuQuLuQu Comedy with a Purpose line-up.

Goliath & Goliath opening the LuQuLuQu Comedy with a Purpose show!

North America and Europe. It sought to celebrate 
Africa’s unique cultures, ethnicities and languages 
that make up the continent, while recognizing our 
collective unity as Africans and the responsibility 
we share in supporting the most vulnerable 
communities - families forced to flee. The comedy 
event streamed on LuQuLuQu YouTube page and 
LuQuLuQu Facebook page. It provided much-
needed comic relief at the end of a challenging year.

Our LuQuLuQu High-Level Influencers, the Goliath 

Brothers and Dr King’ori hosted the comedy with 
a purpose show. The hilarious event featured 
bespoke comedic acts from Eddie Kadi, AK Dans, 

Daliso Chaponda and Basketmouth with musical 
performances from 2Baba, UNHCR Goodwill 
Ambassador, and Lira. The diversity of the line-up 
truly showcased the dynamic pan-African comedic 
talent. In addition, the show featured celebrity 
appearances by Nomzamo Mbatha and Kat 

Graham, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassadors and Hend 

Sabry, World Food Programme Ambassador from 
Egypt and Tunisia.

In the lead up to the event, our celebrity supporters 
spoke to media outlets about what being a part of 
the show meant to them. 
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https://youtu.be/J_uvdXbomqs
https://fb.watch/2AxVpF4egO/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bq9-nzJnDK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bq9-nzJnDK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xP-BfClSc0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KePKxF0mAJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8o17ztflMVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1Ge8uLLB0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0amcZZY5vWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9A95coAKxHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1kqnxreXtM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_uvdXbomqs&t=1311s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_uvdXbomqs&t=1311s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_uvdXbomqs&t=1311s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_uvdXbomqs&t=1311s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_uvdXbomqs&t=1311s


Donovan Goliath, LuQuLuQu High Level Influencer, speaks about the 
LuQuLuQu Comedy with a Purpose show to SABC News.

The most treasured part of the event was the cause - bringing us together in the spirit of laughter in 
support of our forcibly displaced brothers and sisters. 

The show reached over 35,000 viewers, including organized LuQuLuQu clubs in camps, and refugee 
families who joined by radio and online! 

Did you miss this incredible show? Worry not, you can watch this hilarious show here.

Ak Dans speaks to UN TV & Radio about 
his journey to becoming a comedian and 
participating in the LuQuLuQu Comedy with a 
Purpose show. 

ViacomCBS Networks Africa, through its’ Comedy Central channel 
supported the LuQuLuQu Comedy with a Purpose show with media 
slots, and advertising space for strategic and timely promotion of the 
event to comedy lovers – we thank you Viacom for your support!

We are very grateful to Creative Factory, an integrated digital agency, 
for their professional expertise in bringing to life the LuQuLuQu virtual 
event: 'Africa is a Continent, African is a Country' at greatly reduced 
rates – we sincerely appreciate you!

Spotlight on our Comedy with a Purpose  
Media Partners:

Our media partners played an instrumental role in making this unique event a success!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KXbdaPi-cY
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Mariam Walate is overjoyed as she watches the 
progress of her house being built. Mariam was 
forced to flee her home country in Mali due to rising 
insecurity in the region and found safety in Niger. 
Soon she will be moving into a more permanent brick 
house with the help of UNHCR and our partners. 
Mariam will be one of the 1,000 families to benefit 
from this housing project in Ouallam, Niger. “This 
house will change our lives… during the rainy season 
I have to constantly rebuild the shelter and stake it 
down again and again. It will be safer – you can’t 
even compare it.’’ Mariam remarks. 

Built with environmentally friendly bricks, these 
houses are meant to last 25 to 30 years in this 
harsh, desert climate. This transition is part of efforts 
by UNHCR and the government of Niger to move 
persons forcibly displaced from camps to integrate 
with the local community. The construction work of 
the 1,000 new homes benefits the host community - 
with half of the construction work going to members 
of the local community while the other half allocated 
to persons forcibly displaced. Niger, as of October 
2020, hosts more than 229,000 persons forced to 
flee their countries due to conflict and persecution. 

Mariam Walate sits beside her soon-to-be brick 
house in Niger. © UNHCR/Sylvain Cherkaoui 

Resilience in Action: The Dignity of Shelter

“This house will change our lives… during the rainy 
season I have to constantly rebuild the shelter and stake 
it down again and again. It will be safer – you can’t even 
compare it,’’ Mariam Walate, Malian refugee

Mariam Walate sits beside her soon-to-be brick 
house in Niger. © UNHCR/Sylvain Cherkaoui 

365 Days of LuQuLuQu    39



DELIVERING VITAL SUPPLIES AROUND  
THE WORLD

If you had to leave your house in a matter of minutes, what would you take with you? 

People who are forced to flee their homes often have little to no time to grab their belongings. That means 
that when they finally reach safety, they need basic supplies like sleeping mats to sleep on, or jerry cans to 
store water in. And that's where UNHCR comes in. With caring donors like you by our side, we are able to 
act fast and rush in life-saving assistance including shelter, food, water and medical care.

In the last year, our teams shipped millions of vital supplies from our global stockpiles or through our 
suppliers to new emergencies and on-going operations around the world. Items such as: 

Tents 83,911

Kitchen sets 755,689

Solar lamps 580,739

Jerry cans 618,243Sleeping mats 2,344,430

Plastic sheets 1,932,046

Mosquito nets 888,268

Buckets 317,332

Blankets 3,328,951
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For John, supporting forcibly displaced 
persons is all about bringing hope to 
humanity  

“It’s important to support people who are forced to flee because 
by doing so we show our desire to be one family, we bring hope to 
humanity and through it we allow God's love to reach his creation, 
his people.

I am motivated to donate by the desire to see a little smile, even if 
for a moment, on a brother and sister's face.

Our greatest responsibility to our communities is doing all we can 
to maintain peace. Listen to each other, embrace one another, 
avoid divisive ideologies and hardline stands. Being our brothers’ 
keeper! My message to our forcibly displaced brothers and sisters 
is that it's time to heal, to be at peace with ourselves and with 
everyone.” 

Across the continent supporters like you have answered the rallying call to #DoItLuQuLuQu and support 
our forcibly displaced brothers and sisters. Meet a few of our valued supporters: 

For Kieran, learning about forced 
displacement motivates him to donate 

“All of the responsibility of improving our communities lies on 
us as South Africans. I don’t see any reason not to [uplift our 
communities], it seems like not only the right thing to do but the 
best thing to do for all of us. 

Rising waters lift all ships. So, if I am in a position where I can help 
somebody, I absolutely should. I studied conflict in Africa and 
quite specifically, the Rwandan genocide and the tragedy of the 
Great Lakes region and how the displacement of people just led 
to knock on misery for that region for decades and decades...Just 
understanding how horrific it can be is my primary motivator. 

There is nothing in my life that can even begin to touch the kinds of 
things that refugees have gone through, so the only thing that I can 
do is try and help and I hope that more people also try to help.”

Name: JOHN NAKHOLI  
Nationality: Kenyan 
Age: 44 years

Name: KIERAN FROST 
Nationality: South African 
Age: 31 years

MEET SOME OF OUR AMAZING SUPPORTERS 
WHO #DoItLuQuLuQu EACH DAY:
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Chalotte believes that even a little 
contribution made makes a difference 
 
“I support people forced to flee because I care about people, I 
don’t like seeing people hurt. 

It hurts to see people going through such violence, losing their 
homes, being raped - it really hurts. If you are a human being, you 
will sympathize with people forced to flee their homes. 

If the little that I give makes that difference for one or two people, 
that makes me happy. 

To all the people out there - please just help those people who 
really need help, if you do good, God will bless you, just give with 
your heart and give something to those who really need it.” 

For Stephen, knowledge of UNHCR and its 
impact on the refugee situation motivated 
him to support persons forced to flee 

“Prior to meeting the frontline fundraisers at Achimota Mall (Accra), 
I had known the UN and UNHCR my whole life. I know the great 
impact of the organization on refugee situations and have always 
wanted to play my part in supporting this great work. 

I have experienced first-hand assistance provided in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone, so the decision was not so hard to take. 

I generally feel we can do more [about the refugee situation].  As 
humans we may find refugee situations as very far from us and 
may not be concerned about it – but this is not the case.

I would say to our brothers and sisters forcibly displaced that their 
journey is not easy but that they should not lose faith and that 
there are people who genuinely care about them.”

Name: CHALOTTE 

POPGIRL MGIDI   
Nationality: South African 
Age: 43 years

Name: STEPHEN OPOKU 
Nationality: Ghanaian  
Age: 39 years
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Thank you to all of our 
supporters who have 
invested in uplifting the lives 
of people forced to flee.

An elderly internally displaced woman stands outside her shelter in Bakassi IDP camp, north-east Nigeria. © UNHCR/Tego Agbro
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Thank you for joining the LuQuLuQu movement and making 2020 another memorable 
year! Remember to stay in touch and follow us on social media. Here’s to another year of 
supporting our forcibly displaced brothers and sisters! #DoItLuQuLuQu! 

@LuQuLuQuTribe @LuQuLuQuUNHCR

@luquluqutribe LuQuLuQu UNHCR

The LuQuLuQu Tribe

Schoolgirls running in Kakuma refugee camp, in Kenya. © UNHCR/Emmanuel JamboSchoolgirls running in Kakuma refugee camp, in Kenya. © UNHCR/Emmanuel Jambo

https://twitter.com/luquluqutribe?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/LuQuLuQuUNHCR/
https://www.instagram.com/luquluqutribe/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/luquluqu-tribe
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheLuQuLuQuTribe/

